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Mid-century icon
Perth architect Iwan Ivanoff’s former home exemplifies his uniquely expressive style
As Western Australia reopens to the world following the easing
of pandemic restrictions, the latest celebrated home offering in
Perth has been sold at its asking price.
Built in 1966, Iwanoff House at 16 Lifford Road, Floreat, was
designed by the late renowned Bulgarian-born architect Iwan
Iwanoff. Listing agent Danielle Geagea of Zsa Zsa Property
rightly labels it an iconic Perth residence.
Sold four times since the architect’s death in 1986, it fetched
$2.51m in late 2020 and re-sold last month at $2.75m to Luca
Giacovazzi, chief executive at Andrew Forrest’s Wyloo Metals
group.
Iwan Iwanoff is Perth’s most celebrated architect. In 1950 he
was embraced by another of Perth’s legendary architects, Harold
Krantz. who frequented the dockside at Fremantle to meet
incoming migrant steamers. Initially employed at the local Boral
concrete factory, Iwanoff worked in the notable architectural
office of Krantz & Sheldon in Perth, followed by a stint at
Yuncken, Freeman Brothers, Griffiths and Simpson in
Melbourne. By the mid-1950s he was working on his own
residential commissions and he formalised his practice in 1963
when he opened The Studio of Iwanoff.
Set 8km west of the city’s CBD, Iwanoff House was both the
family home and his architectural studio, a statement of midcentury architecture and a classic example of Iwanoff’s use of
concrete besser blocks. The ground floor was divided into
Iwanoff’s studio and a carport. The studio was transformed into
an extra living area and the carport into a main bedroom by a
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subsequent owner. Each of Iwanoff’s residences has become
more famous with every listing, given his distinct highly
expressive Brutalist style. Just five years after his death, the
catalogue for an exhibition of his drawings noted his ability to
give modest interiors “qualities of variety, interest and delight”.
The catalogue also praised the “exuberant transcendence of
the limitations of the WA architectural environment through the
creative energy of design”.
Iwanoff’s works appear in the recently published Australian

Architecture by Davina Jackson, who positions her book as a far
more inclusive successor to J.M. Freeland’s Architecture in
Australia: A History (1968).
Last year, architectural photographer Jack Lovel, who spent
his earliest years in an Iwanoff-designed house, published
Catching Light, featuring many of the 30 remaining homes of
Iwanoff’s 102 commissions. Iwanoff’s work also appeared in
Karen McCartney’s Iconic Australian Houses 1950-2000.
Geagea, who sits on the board of Perth Open House, had been
commissioned to find the buyer by vendors Michael and Carmen
Forde, the previous owners of Perth’s popular Mary St Bakery, who
are moving to Western Australia’s southwest.
The sale follows those of three other acclaimed Iwanoffdesigned homes in the past three years.
The so-called Disco House, built in 1976 at Dianella, sold last
November for $2.8m, having been restored after fetching $2.2m in
2012. Offically known as Marsala House, it is the youngest
residence on Western Australia’s heritage register. Its restoration
was undertaken by architects Donaldson and Warn and resulted in
a 2011 Heritage award.
Golowin House at Mount Lawley was sold in mid-2021 for
$3.2m when offered for the first time in 31 years. It was designed
in 1959 and built for Iwanoff’s preferred builder, the Golowin
family. Its third bedroom was used for playing cards and also
housed the wine cellar.
The 1969 Frank House at Menora fetched $1.37m in 2019
when sold by the Iwanoff-loving Forde family.
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