Golowin House in Mount Lawley.

Iwan-on trend
PENELOPE THOMAS
With a rare mid-century modernist home by
Iwan Iwanoff generating a lot of interest from
the public when it was listed earlier this year,
West Real Estate spoke with ZSA ZSA Property
Principal Danielle Geagea about what made this
style of architecture so appealing, and why homes
from this period are attracting premium prices in
today’s market.
With a keen understanding of architecture and
design, Ms Geagea has been entrusted to sell a
number of homes designed by the late Bulgarianborn architect Iwan Iwanoff, including Frank
House in Menora, Golowin House in Mount
Lawley and Marsala House in Dianella.
One of Perth’s most celebrated architects, Iwanoff
worked prolifically throughout the mid-20th
century, with a handful of his works still standing
across the Perth metropolitan area today.
“As an architect, Iwanoff ’s considered approach
to design was very much ahead of his time,” Ms
Geagea said.
“He was a gifted architect who incorporated
numerous solar-passive principles into his
designs way back in the 1950s, 60s and 70s,
which was largely unheard of at the time.”
Well known for his brutalist style and expressive
approach to design, Ms Geagea said many
Iwanoff homes that still remained were fine
examples of mid-century modernist architecture.
“I think people are drawn to this style of
architecture because it reflects the way we like to
live today,” she said.
“A lot of mid-century modern homes not only
include beautiful open spaces, they often include
well-designed spaces for people to congregate
and come together to entertain.
“Further to this, the materials commonly used
throughout this period are very much in keeping
with what we are drawn towards today. For
example, stone, timber, concrete and other earthy
materials that were synonymous with this period
are still widely used in today’s residential builds.”
Touted as a standout in the Iwanoff collection,
the iconic Golowin House attracted an
unprecedented amount of interest when it hit the
market in April.
“The Golowin House is an exceptional home
that was designed in 1958 and built in 1961,” Ms
Geagea said. “Designed by Iwanoff, the home was
built for the Golowin family who were RussianJewish immigrants.
“Funnily enough, the home was constructed
by Golowin Bros, who were Iwanoff ’s preferred

builder at the time.”
Marking the first time the iconic home had
been up for sale in 31 years, Ms Geagea said
she expected the listing would generate a bit
of interest but was blown away by the actual
number of people eager to become its next
owner.
“The three-bedroom home was built solidly
and maximised the block’s sloping site with
wonderful elevations that were designed to
capture views of the Darling Ranges,” she said.
“The home uses solar-passive principles and has
great cross ventilation, which was something
Iwanoff was really into at the time.”
In addition to this, the home features beautiful
open-plan living areas with lots of glass
connecting the home’s interior to the outdoors.
“I think the reason the Golowin House attracted
so much attention was not only because it is
an Iwanoff design, but because the home is an
exceptional example of mid-century modern
architecture,” Ms Geagea said. “When you put
those two things together, that of itself makes it
quite rare.”
Although the sale of the Golowin House is being
finalised, Ms Geagea said there was another
opportunity for buyers to purchase an iconic
piece of Western Australian architectural history,
with Marsala House currently up for sale and
open to offers.
“Otherwise known as the Disco House, this
brutalist beauty is not only a sculptural work of
art, but an incredible estate,” she said. “Perched
high on the hill and set on a sprawling 1483sqm
block, the home has a commanding presence
and provides a breathtaking lookout over Perth,
capturing panoramic views from the hills
through to the city.
“Featuring split levels, lush lawns and garden
beds, a swimming pool, a spa and a gymnasium,
this is an ideal location and backdrop for parties
and special events.”
Because of Perth’s booming property market at
the moment, and the limited number of Iwanoff
homes available, Ms Geagea said she understood
why many owners of these iconic homes would
be tempted to sell – especially if the home no
longer served their needs.
“There’s been a big shift in recent years where
buyers really care about the design of a home
and are willing to pay good money for homes
that demonstrate quality design that’s been
considered,” she said. “If you have a home that
fits the criteria of a mid-century modern home,
now is a very good time to capitalise on that, as
long as you are ready to part with the home.”

